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30th Anniversary “A Starry Night” Spring Benefit Our Best Ever!
On May 9th, we celebrated 30 years of service in
DuPage County. The Spring Benefit, “A Starry
Night,” was a fun filled evening set with a wonderful backdrop at the Marriott Naperville. Steve
Cochran and Andrea Darlas of WGN Radio were
on hand to emcee the evening. Mike Vivoda,
President of the West Region and Senior Vice
President for Corporate Development for Northwestern Memorial Healthcare was honored as our
Supporter of the Year. The Blues Brothers
showed up to entertain us with a few songs. The
silent and live auctions provided excitement to the
evening. They were both a great success. The
Elmhurst Jazz Band played into the night as many
guests danced the night away. Our speakers
reached out and touched many hearts by sharing
their stories.

would not have run so smooth. Lastly, the sheer
generosity of those in attendance did not go unnoticed! The money raised for our Fund In Need to
support The Living Room was astounding! Thank
you to all who attended and supported NAMI DuPage on one of our most successful events ever!
Just wait till next year!

We had several volunteers come out to help with
set up and assist in running the event. Without
our volunteers to assist in so many ways, things

NAMI DuPage Trains Police for Better Interactions with Mental Illness
While a number of high-profile incidents such as
those in Ferguson and Baltimore have focused
public attention on Police tactics and response
among racial minorities, there have been a number
of equally important though somewhat less publicized incidents involving mental illness.

able, and had even provided important information
to officers in the past.

But last April, despite having committed no
crimes, he was approached by a police officer who
Dontre did not know. The officer upset Mr. Hamilton and a scuffle ensued, a scuffle ending with leTake the case of Milwaukee resident Dontre Ham- thal gunfire that killed Dontre, hitting him in the
ilton. Mr. Hamilton, an individual known to be
back as he ran from the officer. The officer inboth homeless and living with untreated schizovolved was soon fired after the department deterphrenia, had a good relationship with many local mined he had “aggressively overreacted” to .
officers. He was known to be humorous and peace- Cont’d page 7
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From The Desk of the Executive Director
A HUGE thank you to all of you

café are well underway. We

who came out and supported

hope to be able to serve several

the Benefit “A Starry Night” in

different selections of salads

May. We had the largest at-

and sandwiches with all of the

tendance to date and raised

specialty coffees and teas that

over $100,000. For all of you

your local Starbucks would

who purchased tickets, donated serve. As well as providing
auction items and gave so gen-

wonderful snacks, the café will

erously to the ‘Fund-in-Need’

also act as a training program

THANK YOU from all of us at

for individuals who want to

NAMI DuPage. You are truly

learn the hospitality trade, as

making a difference.

well as customer service and

The Community Center is on

cash register skills.

Angela Adkins
For more information on the
progress of the Community Center and our Community Center
Campaign of $1.5 million, please
visit our website at

target to be completed mid-

“Paving the Path to Recov-

September with a move in date

ery.” We are in the final phase

for NAMI early October. For

for selling bricks/pavers for the

information.

those of you who have had an

Community Center courtyard.

One final item we have been

The courtyard with these bricks

working on for several months

opportunity to drive past you
will have seen the many changes in just the past few weeks.
Anyone who hasn’t had an opportunity I urge you to take the
time to take a look. It is a
beautiful building that will be
inspirational for everyone who
will use it. The plans for the

placed into the ground, with inspirational messages on them,

www.namidupage.org for more

is to update and provide a
cleaner more modern website.

will be a beautiful calming place We have just launched it so
please take the time to visit and
for families and individuals as
well as visitors to walk through, share it with family and friends.
and provide lasting hope for
ending the stigma and for recovery.

Limited Time Only! End The Silence t-shirt and decal.
Choose Men’s or Ladies cut in Navy.
Shirt & Decal Only $25!
Visit actionscreen.com/nami to purchase yours today.
At close of the offer, shirts and decals will
ship directly to you.
Offer Available NOW thru June 22nd!
Don’t Miss Your Chance!
Help reach our goal 300 shirts in only 17 days!
Support the Community Center Campaign. Please visit namidupage.org to donate today!
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COMMUNITY CENTER CAMPAIGN
WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Do YOU want to make a difference in the lives of individuals and families who struggle
daily with the effects of mental illness? Do YOU want to break the vicious cycle between
mental illness and poverty? Do YOU want to see an effective mental health alternative to
overburdened hospital ER rooms?
Then please consider making a charitable gift to NAMI DuPage to make a difference.
NAMI DuPage plans to expand programming to address chronic unemployment, the lack
of affordable housing and the lack of recreational/social support individuals struggling
with mental illness face. In addition, we will offer a new nonclinical, peer led program, known as the Living Room, which will serve as a safe, stabilizing and
calming alternative to costlier and more chaotic emergency room treatment.
The impact of these new programs is expected to provide a significant cost benefit to the DuPage
community ranging from a reduction in the poverty rate amongst those who suffer from mental
illness to a reduction in costs to families, community businesses, law enforcement, hospitals and
jails in responding to mental health issues.
Your gift will help towards the funding of these programs and allow NAMI DuPage to provide a
more proactive approach to preventing mental health crises rather than reacting to them.

You can make a gift in the following ways:
SINGLE GIFT

family members to advise them of the gift.

A gift of any amount enables NAMI DuPage to continue offering hope and recovery through supportive services, such as our
support groups, drop in centers, group homes and a resource
hotline. In addition, your gift enables NAMI DuPage to continue raising awareness and understanding of mental illness
through education courses at our schools, hospitals, law enforcement agencies, jails, and libraries.

IN-KIND GIFT
In lieu of monetary donations, NAMI DuPage may also accept
donated in-kind gifts of either goods or services. Please call
NAMI DuPage’s office to inquire about donating particular inkind goods or services.

PLANNED GIVING

Planned gifts are referred to as such because they require planning, negotiation and counsel. These type of gifts may include
NAMI DuPage offers a monthly giving program that allows
bequests, charitable gift annuities and charitable remainder
you to spread out your donation over time to make it easier on trusts, among others. Please contact the Development office at
your budget. You can securely set up a pledge online and have NAMI DuPage for further information.
your gift automatically donated to
WORKPLACE GIVING
NAMI DuPage every month.
Automatic Payroll Deductions: If your employer engages
HONORARY /
in workplace giving and has an automatic payroll deduction
MEMORIAL GIFT
program, you may be able to designate your payroll-deducted
Honorary & Memorial Gifts are a donations directly to NAMI DuPage. Please check with your
way to pay tribute to an individuemployer to see if NAMI DuPage is included on your compaal’s life and show how they live in ny’s list of eligible nonprofits.
your heart while supporting our
Employee Matching Gifts: Employee Matching Gift pr omission and investing in a valuagrams are workplace giving programs where companies may
ble community resource. When
double or triple donations made by employees to nonprofit
NAMI DuPage receives an honororganizations. Check with your employer to see if they will
ary or memorial gift, we notify
consider matching your gift to NAMI DuPage.

MONTHLY RECURRING GIFT

Support the Community Center Campaign. Please visit namidupage.org to donate today!

Support the Community Center Campaign. Please visit namidupage.org to donate today!

Our Generous Sponsors
Wintrust
Kenmare Catering
Alpha Graphics
Sally & Tony Davis
Lynn Johnson
Dorothy O’Reilly
TCF Bank
Altobello Jewelers
The Rehm Family
Chris & Aileen Caravelli
Jeanne O’Reilly Jersey

The LeFort-Martin Family
Donor –Advised Fund
The Marriott Naperville
WGN 720 AM Chicago
Audio Visual Productions
Linden Oaks at Edward Elmhurst Healthcare
Wheaton Rotary
ABC 7 News Chicago
Cress Creek
Country Club

The Law Offices of Rabin,
Kodner, & Brown
Simply Fly
Cantigny Golf
The Gates Loth Team
ReMax Suburban
Thomas & Mary Collins
Mark & Barb Mulliner
West Suburban Faith and
Mental Health Cluster
Group
One Stop Maintenance
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NAMI DuPage Train Police for better interactions with Mental Illness
(Continued from page 1)

non-dangerous behavior that was clearly the
result of his mental illness
NAMI DuPage believes that police officers are
important, brave people committed to protecting and serving our communities. But they are
also human beings, and without the proper
training and information they will hold the same
dangerous stigmas as the general population.
The result can be the misinterpretation of and
poor response to those living with mental illness. The Milwaukee case may be atypically
severe, but it exemplifies why police need to
be able to recognize and respond well to mental illness.
For this reason, NAMI DuPage’s Community
Education Department has made it a priority to
equip our local departments with the
knowledge and hands-on experience they
need to respond effectively to those experiencing mental illness symptoms. For example, we
recently completed a 5-week training of the entire Downer’s Grove Police Department and
will be presenting a full-day training to multiple
departments and cadets at COD’s Homeland
Security Education Center in June among other efforts. Officers are trained to recognize the
symptoms of mental illness and to respond appropriately when encountered. We train officers on how to de-escalate tense situations involving mental illness, and about the resources
that exist to help those living with these disorders in our community. And most importantly,
we instill empathy and respect by exposing
them to the stories of NAMI Speakers who
have interacted with law enforcement as a part
of their journey toward recovery.
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The resulting improved treatment of those
living with mental illness and their families is
just one more piece to the puzzle of making
DuPage County a great place to heal and recover from mental health problems.
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